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OBJECTIVE STRUCTURED CLINICAL EXAMINATION

	Blood Culture Sampling



	Name:

	Job Title:



	Workplace:


	OSCE Assessor (Print Name):




All components must be PASSED twice to achieve competency (only one assessment required if experienced at blood culture sampling). 

Assessor to initial and date the PASS boxes when OSCE component is complete.

	OSCE Component for Blood Culture Sampling:
	PASS
	PASS

	Prepares the patient and equipment correctly

	
	

	Undertakes procedure safely and competently

	
	

	Disposes of waste appropriately and accurately completes documentation
	
	


I confirm that the appropriate level of competence has been met through assessment of application of knowledge, demonstration of skill, ability, and attitude in accordance with the required standards. 
	OSCE Assessor  (Signature)


	Date:




	Blood Culture Sampling



	Prepare the Patient and Equipment


	Tick box when achieved
	· Confirm the individual’s identity  
Performs identification checks with the individual and their relevant documentation, i.e. asks the individual to state their first name, surname and date of birth and ensures this matches the individual’s information on their wristband and request form
· Explain to the individual the procedure to be undertaken
Provides the individual with a full explanation of the procedure

Uses simple language/communication method that meets the needs of the  individual’s wishes and preferences

· Obtain valid consent
Checks that the individual fully understands the benefits and risks of the procedure and consents accordingly
Makes a best interest decision for patients who lack capacity
· Prepare equipment required using Aseptic Non Touch Technique (ANTT)
Washes hands with soap and water or alcohol gel

Cleans tray inside first then outside / cleans trolley from top to bottom.  Allows to dry, thereby creating an aseptic field

Prepares equipment ensuring all key parts are protected within their  packaging
Ensures sharps bin within reach

· Prepare the Blood Culture bottles using ANTT 
Ensures 2 sets of blood culture bottles (i.e. 4 bottles) in date and culture fluid not cloudy

Removes the flip-off caps and cleans each bottle top with an individual 70% alcohol and 2% chlorhexidine wipe (i.e one wipe per bottle)
Cleans for 30 seconds using different parts of the wipe, and allows to dry for 30 seconds


	
	
	

	
	
	Date and sign once all components have been completed


	Perform Blood Culture Sampling


	Tick box when achieved
	· Choose appropriate vein and site for sample
Assists patient into a comfortable position

Applies a single-use tourniquet and identifies a suitable vein (releases and re-applies if on for longer than 2 minutes)
States contraindications for site selection e.g. fistula, existing infusion etc
· Demonstrate/discuss safe technique

Demonstrates safe practice to reduce the risk of complications (e.g. access vein with needle/butterfly rather than via a cannula)
Demonstrates knowledge of Trust Guidance for blood culture sampling

Discusses the implications of sample contamination

· Perform the procedure correctly
Washes hands with soap and water or alcohol gel, and applies gloves

Re-applies tourniquet 
Cleans the skin by cross-hatch method using a 70% alcohol 2% chlorhexidine wipe/applicator for 30 seconds and allows to dry 
Does not re-palpate vein once skin is cleaned.  Uses sterile gloves at this point if re-palpation required
Gains venous access and fills 4 white sterile monovette tubes without clicking/locking plunger

Replaces monovette tubes into original packets to protect key parts

Takes additional blood samples at this point if required

Releases tourniquet and withdraws needle.  Applies pressure to puncture wound keeping patient’s arm straight

Puts a sterile safety needle into each culture bottle then attaches a monovette tube to each needle.  Allows monovette tube to empty into bottle without delay.


	
	
	

	
	
	Date and sign once all components have been completed


	Disposal of Equipment and Documentation


	Tick box when achieved
	· Dispose of waste as per Trust policy
Removes sample tube whilst leaving safety needle in culture bottle
Removes needle from culture bottle.  Immediately activates safety feature on a stable flat surface.  Discards needle into sharps container

Discards clinical waste as per Trust policy
Cleans tray inside first then outside or trolley from top to bottom

Removes and discards gloves. 

Washes hands with soap and water or alcohol gel
· Accurate documentation
Labels bottles with appropriate patient details whilst in the presence of the patient confirming correct identity
Does not cover bar codes

Documents procedure in patient’s records

· Ensure prompt delivery to microbiology

Ensures prompt, safe delivery of sample and request form to microbiology



	
	
	

	
	
	Date and sign once all components have been completed


	Professional Discussion/Progress Sheet

	Name:


	Job Title:



	Workplace:


	OSCE Assessor  (Print Name):




	Date:
	Professional Discussion and Feedback
	Assessor Signature
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