	Test
	Sample Requirements
	Sample Volumes*
	Special Precautions
	Turnaround Urgent
	Turnaround Routine
	Key Factors

	Antenatal Screen
	EDTA X 1 


	4.9 ml

5 ml 
	
	N/A
	Within 24 hours
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antibody Panel – (for identification of irregular antibodies)
	EDTA  X 3


	4.9 ml

5 ml
	
	Depends on nature of antibodies – laboratory will discuss
	Depends on nature of antibodies – laboratory will discuss
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antibody Titre
	EDTA X 1 
	4.9 ml

3X 4.9ml for anti-D or c
	
	N/A
	Within 24 hours
	If anti-D or anti-c is present the specimens will be referred to NBS, Leeds for quantification.

	Blood Group & Antibody Screen
	EDTA X 1
	4.9 ml
	
	45 mins
	Within 6 hours
	The detection of atypical antibodies and incompatibilities may cause unexpected and inevitable delays.

	Cold Agglutinin Titre
	EDTA X 1
	4.9 ml
	Maintain the sample at 37(c post collection and during transit to the laboratory.
	N/A
	Within 24 hours
	Sample MUST BE KEPT WARM prior to separation.

	Crossmatch
	EDTA X 1


	4.9 ml
	Patients’ spun samples are stored at 4-8 oC for 7 days and may be suitable for subsequent crossmatch requests.
	45 mins
	4 hours
	Blood – [red cells] is provided in accordance with the agreed “surgical blood order schedule” – see below. Exceptions to the schedule must be discussed directly with the laboratory staff.

The detection of atypical antibodies and incompatibilities may cause unexpected and inevitable delays.

Un-crossmatched blood may be issued on Clinical demand only.

Blood can now be issued electronically provided: 

· Two electronic groups exist on the database (One historical and one for the current situation)

· The patient has no atypical antibodies present. Electronic Issue enables blood to be available for the patient within 20 minutes rather than the serological issue of 45 minutes.  

The transfusion department will undertake the decision to EI.



	DCT


	EDTA X 1
	4.9 ml
	
	45 mins
	Within 24 hours
	

	Genotype
	EDTA X 1
	4.9 ml
	
	N/A
	Usually within 24 hours
	

	Heparin Induced Thrombocytopenia (HIT) Assay
	EDTA X2

and
	10 mL

7.5 mL
	
	Screen test completed within 2 hrs to exclude HIT.

If not excluded 1-3 days for confirmation
	Screen test completed within 2 hrs to exclude HIT.

If not excluded 1-3 days for confirmation
	Samples referred to Bristol NBS if screening does not exclude HIT, discuss with laboratory staff before taking samples.



	
	Serum Gel X 1
	
	
	
	
	

	HLA B27
	EDTA X 1
	4.9 ml
	Store at room temperature
	N/A
	6 weeks – contact laboratory if needed sooner.
	Samples referred to Tissue Typing Laboratory, St. James University Hospital, Leeds

	Investigation of Transfusion Reaction
	EDTA X 1 

and
	4.9 ml

3 ml

Total of next available
	CONTACT LABORATORY FOR ADVICE 
	Within 24 hours – contact laboratory
	Within 24 hours
	USER MUST CONTACT LABORATORY

Return all transfused blood packs

	
	EDTA x 1 

and
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Urine
	
	
	
	
	

	Kleihauer
	EDTA  x 1 from mother

EDTA x 1 from baby (cord) 

and
	4.9 ml

4.9 ml

3 ml

3 ml
	
	N/A
	Within 48 hours – usually 6 hours
	A Kleihauer test is a prerequisite for all Anti-D prophylaxis after the 20th week of pregnancy.

	
	EDTA  x 1 from mother

EDTA x 1 from baby (cord)
	
	
	
	
	


* For paediatric patients, smaller volumes (approximately 1 ml) are acceptable – please contact the laboratory for further advice if necessary.
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