
  
 

 

Accessing NHS Electronic Journals 
 

NHS staff can access nearly 3,000 electronic journals from any computer 
connected to the internet, using your NHS OpenAthens password. 
 
NICE Evidence provides a complete A-Z listing of all the journals you can access, 
both in print (from York or Scarborough Hospital Library) and electronically. 
 
This guide assumes that you already have a reference to a journal article, and 
you want to find out if it’s available electronically or in print. 
 

 Go to www.evidence.nhs.uk and then click Journals and Databases 
 
 Click on the Journals link.  You will then need to login with your NHS 

OpenAthens username and password using the login with OpenAthens 
link in the yellow box.  It is important to login at this stage or you will not see 
our own local e-journal holdings.  You can self-register for an NHS 
OpenAthens account from any Trust computer by clicking on the Register 
for an OpenAthens account here link.  

 
 On Search My Journals, enter the title of the journal required and click 

search. 
 

 
 

If the journal is available you will see a page like this: 

 
 

 If it is available online, it will say “Available from ….” with a link to the 
provider’s website, e.g. MEDLINE with Full Text. 

 
 Tip!  If you are not taken to the journal homepage, you may need to enter 

your OpenAthens details again.  Look out for an OpenAthens login link on-
screen and click on the link to re-authenticate. 
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 If it is available in print it will state that it is “Available in print..” in York or 
Scarborough Hospital Library,  

 
Check whether the particular volume is available by looking at the dates next to 
the “Full Text” heading to the right.  Please note that some publishers embargo 
recent issues. 
 
Opening an article 
 
On the journal’s homepage, locate the relevant year (this may be listed under an 
“Archive” tab). Select the correct issue, and click on the required article. 
 
Depending upon the source you may have different options to view articles in 
PDF and/or HTML (see example below). Either option will open the full-text 
article.  Note:  You will need Adobe Reader to open PDF files. 
 

 
 
 
Getting more help 
 
Please note, each publisher’s website is different, so if you have any problems, 
please contact the Library on 01904 726712 
 
The Clinical Librarians offer training, contact them on 01904 726718 or 
01723346242. 

 


